[Characterization of Vibrio cholerae cultures isolated in foci of cholera in the city of Kazan].
During the period of the registered outbreak of cholera in 2001 in Kazan 171 V. cholerae cultures were isolated in the focus of the infection (from patients, carriers and 7 environmental objects). The use of the basic and additional tests, including the polymerase chain reaction, made it possible to establish the circulation of V. cholerae, phagovar 15, in the focus of the infection. The strain isolated from the water reservoir Azino-1 in Kazan was identical in its properties to the epidemically dangerous strains isolated from patients. On the whole, the data obtained in the identification of the strains showed that the cultures isolated from patients, vibrio-carriers and environmental objects were identical.